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soldiers, except one pro. It was far more amusing than one
could have expected. Corporal Snell, with a really superb bass
voice, sang two very patriotic, sentimental songs, sound in
sentiment but extremely bad in expression. They would have
been excruciating in an ordinary voice ; but he was thrilling in
them. Our Lieutenant Michaelis * was there, after mining the
roads, together with a number of his men. The great j oke which
appealed to parsons and everyone was of a fat lady sitting on a
man's hat in a bus. " Madam, do you know what you're sitting
on? " "I ought to. I've been sitting on it for 54 years."
This morning, with an endorsement by G. B. S. himself, I
received a suggestion from Mark Judge that I should edit Shaw's
Manifesto for volume publication.2
Gales blowing for days.
Sunday, December 6th.
Major Danielsen 8 asked me on Tuesday to write to the Press
about behaviour of civilians in case of a raid. I did so, and
sent the letter to, inter alia, The Times, where it made a great
effect. Major-General Heath, G.O.C. South Midland Division,
wrote me on Friday saying that he agreed with every word of
the letter, but that I ought not to have written it in my capacity
of Military Representative, or to have mentioned him as my
authority. This is very characteristic of the official fear of
responsibility. The military are really very anxious for their
views to prevail, but they don't want anybody to know!
Meeting yesterday of Emergency Committee at Colchester.
Representative of Police there—an awful beefy, decent piece of
stupidity. I paid for maps for Parish Councils. Badges for
special constables simply cannot be got.
Returning to Emergency Committee we haven't yet been
able to get out of Headquarters what roads they will want if
there is a raid, nor to settle with police what the signal is to be.
I am now fairly in the last part of the third Clayhanger.
Wednesday, December gth.
Sub-committee meeting yesterday with H. Sullivan here as to
1A young Australian R.E. officer who was living •with the Bennetts.
J " Common Sense About the War."
* Maj. F. G. Danielsen, of the Royal Warwickshire Regt, a proficient
linguist.
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